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Name: James Currie
Organization: NATIONAL MARINE MANUFACTURERS

Path: http://edit.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/webform/response on_national ocean po
licy implementation feb 2012.pdf

Comment:
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February 22, 2012

National Ocean Council
722 Jackson Place, NW
Washington, DC 20503

Comment on the “Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan” from the
National Marine Manufacturers Association

In July 2011 the National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA) submitted
comments on the National Ocean Council’s “Coastal and Marine Spatial
Planning, Strategic Action Plan, Full Content Outline.” NMMA specifically
applauded the outline’s recognition of the ““social, economic, public health, and
conservation benefits of sustainable recreational use of the ocean, coastal, and
Great Lakes resources, such as fishing, boating [emphasis added], swimming and
diving, by providing improved coordination with recreational users to ensure
continued access and opportunities to enjoy these activities consistent with
economic, safety, and conservation goals.”™

It was with the greatest disappointment, therefore, that NMMA read through the
118 pages of the “Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan” and found
no mention whatsoever of recreational boating. When an NMMA staff member
raised this issue during the January 12, 2012, conference call after the Plan was
released, he and others on the call were told that the authors of the plan “had not
listed every activity, so as not to leave out any.” The NMMA staffer pointed out
that both snorkeling and SCUBA diving were mentioned, not that he had any
problem with them, but these activities are hardly of the same economic or
participatory magnitude as recreational boating.

This disingenuous response by staff for the National Ocean Council leads us to
wonder at the reason for the startling omission of recreational boating from the
draft plan. It seems so obvious as not to require pointing out, but many of the
activities that were named in the plan—SCUBA diving, snorkeling, whale
watching, and fishing—are done quite frequently from recreational (i.e., non-
commercial) boats. The omission of recreational boating is also glaring in light of
the economic impact of an activity like recreational saltwater and Great Lakes
fishing, which almost by necessity is conducted from a recreational boat. The
economic effect of saltwater and Great Lakes recreational fishing is well-
documented.

! National Ocean Council, 06-02-11, “Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning, Strategic Action Plan, Full Content
Outline,” P. 3.



According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 12
million saltwater recreational anglers take 85 million fishing trips a year.? This
number does not reflect the millions of recreational fishing trips that are taken
each year on the Great Lakes, but together these saltwater and Great Lakes
anglers are a tremendous economic engine for our country.

Saltwater and Great Lakes anglers—precisely the geographic areas covered by the
National Ocean Policy—qgenerate approximately $13.8 billion in retail sales and
$38.5 billion in total expenditures each year. Furthermore, saltwater and Great
Lakes recreational anglers support some 363,000 jobs and contribute $114 million
to state income tax collections, $1.6 billion in federal income tax payments, and
over $595 million in state sales taxes each year.?

It should be clear, then, that omission of the importance of recreational boating
from any National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a serious error that must
be corrected before the draft plan is finalized.

2NOAA, National marine Fisheries Service, “Recreational Fisheries at NOAA: A Growing Legacy,” May 18, 2011,
P.3.
® National Marine Manufacturers Association, 2010 Recreational Boating Statistical Abstract, P. 67.
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Name: melinda sherer

Organization: NYC DEP

Path: http://edit.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/webform/reg rev_comments 159e12512
national _ocean policy_implementation plan-2-22-12.pdf

Comment:
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Environmental
Protection

Carter H. Strickland Jr.
Commissioner

Angela Licata
Deputy Commissioner
Of Sustainability
alicata@dep.nyc.gov

59-17 Junction Boulevard
Flushing, NY 11373

T: (718) 595-4398

F: (718) 595-4479

Submitted electronically

February 22, 2012
http.//www. WhiteHouse.gov/oceans
Copy to:
National Ocean Council
722 Jackson Place NW
Washington, DC 20503

Re: Comments on draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan
Dear Sir/Madam:

The draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a welcome effort to
streamline the procedures and tools of various federal agencies as well as
the programmatic requirements for State, regional and local government
agencies. The New York City Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) sincerely commends this important effort. DEP appreciates that this
Plan’s outcomes, including streamlined compilation of data, data
availability at one website, and increased emphasis on ecosystem valuation-
based approach to coastal management, will be useful to local governments.
In particular, the City believes that ecosystem-based management (EBM) is
the best approach to quantifying the monetary and non-monetary benefits of
water quality projects. Following are a number of questions or comments
on this document, by which DEP requests additional guidance or
clarification in the final Implementation Plan.

1. DEP suggests a minimization of the use of acronyms to enhance
readability of the text. Acronyms that are used infrequently should
be avoided.

2. Various federal entities are currently working on dozens of guidance
documents or collaborative decision documents, anticipated to be
issued in the next 1-10 years, which will benefit the existing
ecosystem restoration programs undertaken by local, regional and
state government agencies. DEP recommends that the production of
these guidance documents be expedited to capture significant
efficiency gains and cost savings. As an example, development of
guidance for all federal agencies regarding implementation of EBM
is slated for completion in 2013, and EBM is anticipated to be
incorporated into federal agencies’ planning and review processes
by 2016. However, existing, ongoing coastal restoration projects
can benefit from use of this unified EBM framework.

3. The Implementation Plan envisions the identification of three EBM
pilot implementation areas. Can local governments volunteer as
potential EBM pilot areas?



4. DEP supports the integration of observation systems and data maintained by
various federal and other agencies, as well as universities and volunteer organizations. To
facilitate this process, DEP recommends the development of a uniform protocol for data
collection and compilation, along with consistent procedures for quality assurance.

5. On Page 58, precipitation data projections should be clearly identified under Action
3, similarly to the manner in which sea level rise projections are identified. Precipitation
data projections are a major concern for the Northeast region, and particularly for local
governments such as NYC; regional and local projections at 10-15 minute intervals will be
beneficial as NYC’s urban drainage systems are very vulnerable to increases in
precipitation intensities. Models need to be enhanced to provide projections at this time-
scale, and additional guidance should be provided on scientific sensitivity analyses to
assess vulnerability.

DEP appreciates the opportunity to comment on the draft Plan as well as your

consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

i‘Q/\‘M———:VMM..

Angela Licata
Deputy Commissioner for
Sustainability

cc: A. McCamphill
M. Sherer



NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Catherine Walbridge

Organization: none

Path:

Comment: | do not think the Draft goes far enough in caring for the seas. "Protected areas"? The

ocean is one planetary body, which cannot be divided into chunks. | am enthusiastic about
this Draft, but it cannot go far enough without world participation.

Our great waters, besides really belonging to all world citizens, are important culturally. A
U. N. International Decade for Action: Water for Life World Ocean Year, in 2015, the last
year of the Decade, would celebrate and focus world attention on the oceans and their
creatures, which are so important to our hearts as well as minds. The

U. S. would be a leader in this world-uniting effort which would build on the Draft's
concerns.

Please ask the U. N. to declare World Ocean Year ("Sea Emocean") in 2015 so art exhibits
and international cultural cooperation and education can be planned. This could be an
Earth-changing event! Your concern over the oceans and Great Lakes is needed now and
the Draft is great--just not enough. Thank you!
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Elaine Balgemann
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose existing
government plans and programs;

[ ]
Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on reaching
ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Jennifer Hoelzeman
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability.

As you move to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:
Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

eEnsure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose
existing government plans and programs;

eProduce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on
reaching ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

eFully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations,
and encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to
operationalize the National Ocean Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation
Plan with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean,
coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Nancy Gathing
Organization:
Path:

Comment: ear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:

Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose
existing government plans and programs;

Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on
reaching ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations,
and encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to
operationalize the National Ocean Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation
Plan with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean,
coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Richard Koda
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan provides a cohesive
framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and provides for government
accountability, an important parameter. When you finalize this plan, please consider the
following recommendations:

Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

Ensure the plan includes needed new actions, not simply propose existing government
plans and programs;

Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on
reaching ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations,
and encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management.

| urge the National Ocean Council to make the National Ocean Policy operational as
soon as possible through this Implementation Plan with the goal of creating the enduring
environmental stewardship of our ocean, coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Glenn & Debbie Carson
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members: The recently
released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step forward in
advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and coasts and
stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great strength in
providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and being an
action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move to finalize
this plan, please consider the following recommendations: Protecting, maintaining and
restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes must be of primary importance
with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that can provide immediate
ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal and marine habitat for
priority species; eEnsure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not
only propose existing government plans and programs; eProduce an implementation
status report every two years that notes progress on reaching ecological indicators and the
actions and milestones in the Plan; and eFully utilize existing legal authorities to
implement the National Ocean Policy. The National Ocean Council should also prioritize
needed funding for regional ocean partnerships in those regions which are best prepared
to begin regional planning bodies and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean
partnerships can create the best value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state,
tribal, scientific and non-governmental entities together to start to address ocean
management challenges. The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an
inclusive and transparent public and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of
habitat and wildlife populations, and encourages government at all levels to work
together. The Draft Implementation Plan reflects over two years worth of hard work,
investment and commitment made by state governments, commercial and industrial
ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal agencies and departments and tens of
thousands of citizens across the country to move our oceans toward better ocean
management. | urge the National Ocean Council to operationalize the National Ocean
Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation Plan with the goal of creating the
enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean, coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: VERONICA HAYES
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:

Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose existing
government plans and programs;

Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on reaching
ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations,
and encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to
operationalize the National Ocean Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation
Plan with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean,
coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Russell Weisz
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations: Protecting,
maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes must be of
primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that can provide
immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal and marine
habitat for priority species;

eEnsure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose
existing government plans and programs;

eProduce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on
reaching ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

eFully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy. The
National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges. The
National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public and
stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations, and
encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to
operationalize the National Ocean Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation
Plan with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean,
coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Emily Mansfield
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley, Holdren, and National Ocean Council Members:

| would like to share my support for National Ocean Policy draft Implementation Plan. As
an outdoor enthusiast from the Pacific Northwest, | believe that a strong Implementation
Plan will help protect marine ecosystems and encourage sustainable ocean uses, including
recreation and tourism.

The draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan establishes a strong blueprint for
taking action and fostering agency coordination to sustain our ocean, coastal and Great
Lakes resources. The draft plan has successfully incorporated the needs and concerns of
governmental, non-profit, and commercial groups and provides clarifying details to
improve accountability and monitor progress toward improved ocean management.
Frequent notations on how implementing actions are related to one another provide
confidence that activities will be coordinated and make good use of limited resources.

Nonetheless, the plan could be improved to achieve even more progress. It should more
fully utilize all available authorities for habitat protection and management. Many of the
milestones could be extended beyond cataloguing and planning to include action, with
tangible, on-the-water activities. Regional need, support, and capacity should guide where
coordinated actions should first take place. Federal agencies must continue to ask for
input from other levels of the government and the public and incorporate this new
information into implementation of the plan.

With these additions, President Obama’s Implementation Plan will provide a better guide
for achieving the goals of protecting, maintaining, and restoring the nation’s oceans,
coasts, and Great Lakes and ensuring resilient coastal economies. | look forward to the
release of the final plan and hope to see policy translated into action on the water soon.

Sincerely,

Emily Mansfield
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Rebecca McDonough
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:

Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose existing
government plans and programs;

Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on reaching
ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations,
and encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to
operationalize the National Ocean Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation
Plan with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean,
coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: John Cannon
Organization: Conservation Science Institute
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:

Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

[ ]

Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose existing
government plans and programs;

Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on reaching
ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations,
and encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to
operationalize the National Ocean Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation
Plan with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean,
coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Sincerely,

John R. Cannon, Ph.D
Conservation Biologist
Front Royal, Virginia
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: April Atwood
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:

1. Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

2. Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose
existing government plans and programs;

3. Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on
reaching ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

4. Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations,
and encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to
operationalize the National Ocean Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation
Plan with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean,
coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Alex Oshiro
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:

Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose existing
government plans and programs;

Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on reaching
ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations,
and encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to
operationalize the National Ocean Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation
Plan with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean,
coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.

We need to work together to hold companies responsible and accountable for their
actions and stop them from raping and polluting our planet for profit and greed.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Mark M Giese
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members: The recently
released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step forward in
advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and coasts and
stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great strength in
providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and being an
action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move to finalize
this plan, please consider the following recommendations: Protecting, maintaining and
restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes must be of primary importance
with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that can provide immediate
ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal and marine habitat for
priority species; Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only
propose existing government plans and programs; Produce an implementation status
report every two years that notes progress on reaching ecological indicators and the
actions and milestones in the Plan; and Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement
the National Ocean Policy. The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed
funding for regional ocean partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin
regional planning bodies and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean
partnerships can create the best value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state,
tribal, scientific and non-governmental entities together to start to address ocean
management challenges. The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an
inclusive and transparent public and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of
habitat and wildlife populations, and encourages government at all levels to work
together. The Draft Implementation Plan reflects over two years worth of hard work,
investment and commitment made by state governments, commercial and industrial
ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal agencies and departments and tens of
thousands of citizens across the country to move our oceans toward better ocean
management. | urge the National Ocean Council to operationalize the National Ocean
Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation Plan with the goal of creating the
enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean, coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Linda Brink
Organization:
Path:

Comment: | have read the following summary and it expresses my views, exactly:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:

Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

[ ]

Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose existing
government plans and programs;

Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on reaching
ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations,
and encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to
operationalize the National Ocean Policy as soon as possible through this Implementation
Plan with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean,
coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: ron vanbianchi

Organization:

Path: http://edit.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/webform/dear chairs sutley.doc

Comment:
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February 22, 2012

Dear Chairs Sutley, Holdren, and National Ocean Council Members:

| would like to share my support for National Ocean Policy draft Implementation Plan. As an
outdoor enthusiast from the Pacific Northwest, | believe that a strong Implementation Plan will
help protect marine ecosystems and encourage sustainable ocean uses, including recreation
and tourism.

Although the draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan establishes a strong blueprint for
taking action and fostering agency coordination to sustain our ocean, coastal and Great Lakes
resources, the plan could be improved to achieve even more progress.

e Many of the milestones could be extended beyond cataloguing and planning to include
action, with tangible, on-the-water activities.

e |t should more fully utilize established methods for habitat protection and management.
For example, ecosystem restoration plans typically define specific goals, objectives, and

performance standards that help determine the success of the restoration effort.

e Regional need, support, and capacity should guide where coordinated actions should
first take place.

o Federal agencies must continue to ask for input from other levels of the government
and the public and incorporate this new information into implementation of the plan.

With these additions, President Obama’s Implementation Plan will provide a better guide for
achieving the goals of protecting, maintaining, and restoring the nation’s oceans, coasts, and

Great Lakes, and ensuring resilient coastal economies.

| look forward to the release of the final plan and hope to see policy translated into action on
the water soon.

Sincerely,

Ron Vanbianchi



NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Sandra Woodall
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:

Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration of coastal
and marine habitat for priority species;

Ensure the plan does not overlook needed new actions and does not only propose
existing government plans and programs;

Produce an implementation status report every two years that notes progress on
reaching ecological indicators and the actions and milestones in the Plan; and

Fully utilize existing legal authorities to implement the National Ocean Policy.

The National Ocean Council should also prioritize needed funding for regional ocean
partnerships in those regions which are best prepared to begin regional planning bodies
and convene stakeholder participation. Regional ocean partnerships can create the best
value of scarce federal funding by bringing federal, state, tribal, scientific and non-
governmental entities together to start to address ocean management challenges.

The National Ocean Policy is founded on sound science, an inclusive and transparent public
and stakeholder engagement process, the protection of habitat and wildlife populations. It
encourages government at all levels to work together. The Draft Implementation Plan
reflects over two years worth of hard work, investment and commitment made by state
governments, commercial and industrial ocean users, universities and scientists, 27 federal
agencies and departments and tens of thousands of citizens across the country to move
our oceans toward better ocean management. | urge the National Ocean Council to put
the National Ocean Policy in place as soon as possible through this Implementation Plan
with the goal of creating the enduring environmental stewardship of our ocean, coastal
and Great Lakes ecosystems.
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NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL

Name: Bradley Buck
Organization:
Path:

Comment: Dear Chairs Sutley and Holdren and National Ocean Council Members:

The recently released Draft National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan is a giant step
forward in advancing the National Ocean Policy and helping to create healthier oceans and
coasts and stronger economies for our coastal communities. The Plan shows great
strength in providing a cohesive framework for National Ocean Policy implementation and
being an action-oriented plan that provides for government accountability. As you move
to finalize this plan, please consider the following recommendations:

Protecting, maintaining and restoring the health of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes
must be of primary importance with an emphasis to achieve conservation milestones that
can provide immediate ecological benefit such as the protection and restoration o